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Kasmin Limited, the gallery of John Kasmin, known 
always as Kas, was the centre of London’s art scene in 
the 1960s and 1970s. Kasmin operated at 118 New Bond 
Street between 1963 and 1972, and at 10 Clifford Street 
from 1973. He is well known to be the first dealer and 
supporter of David Hockney’s work (he claims to have 
been drawn by the young artist’s cheek, as much as 
anything), and he bought Hockney's striking early work 
‘Doll Boy’ (1960) from Young Contemporaries at the 
RBA Galleries.

Aside from Hockney, whose first solo exhibition ‘Pictures 
with People In’ was at Kasmin's gallery in 1963, other 
British artists (Anthony Caro, John Latham, Robyn 
Denny, Richard Smith) were also represented and due 
attention was given to American Colour Field painters 
(Frank Stella, Jules Olitski, Kenneth Noland, Helen 
Frankenthaler). Kasmin’s high regard for the American 
painter Morris Louis is said to have set him on the path to 
being a dealer. Kasmin also recognised that introducing 
London audiences to new work demanded new spaces: ‘ 
... most painters were doing bigger works … I was 
trying to create a space in which the art would look its 
best.' The large, bright, white-walled galleries that 
Kasmin introduced into the London art scene are now 
common, but were a radical change in the 1960s. 

Kasmin noted that many other galleries at the time 
were printing catalogues at vast expense and one 
Swiss gallery was even thought to have closed due 
to the expense of their catalogue production. Kasmin 
invitations, designed by Gordon House (always with 
Kasmin’s close involvement), often provided a list of 
works and were ‘simply a way to stay in business’. Some 
invitations are more innovative in their design, making 
use of radical typography, inserts of different paper, 
trompe l’oeil effects, collage and incision (see nos. 1 
and 11), and these playful pieces can be seen as works 
in their own right and amongst the most compelling 
examples of twentieth-century artist-related ephemera. 
Kasmin was the first too to show Indian miniature 
paintings as discrete objects in their own right 
(see no. 9).

All the invitations offered here come directly from 
Kasmin himself, and are mostly in excellent condition.

1963
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1968
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1969

Kasmin (right) with Sheridan Dufferin (see no. 12)



1
HOCKNEY, David
Pictures with People in
London. Kasmin Limited. 1963

An excellent copy of the scarce catalogue / 
announcement for David Hockney's first solo 
exhibition of paintings.

David Hockney had left the Royal College of Art the year 
prior to this exhibition, 'Pictures with People in', held at 
Kasmin's Bond Street gallery, although he had participat-
ed in several group shows and had already published his 
important cycle of etchings 'The Rake's Progress'. The 
paintings depicted here were all painted that year and 
include: 'The Great Pyramid at Giza with broken head 
from Thebes' (front cover), 'Domestic Scene Notting Hill' 
and 'Domestic Scene, Broadchalke, Wiltshire' (interior at 
left), 'Closing Scene' with additional green tissue curtain 
overlay (interior at right) and a monochrome portrait of 
Hockney in his studio by Tony Evans. The exhibition was 
a sell-out and with the proceeds (and those from the sale 
of the entire edition of 'The Rake's Progress') Hockney 
travelled to Los Angeles for the first time, where he has 
lived, on and off, ever since. 

'His first exhibition, 'Paintings with People In' [sic], at the 
Kasmin Gallery in London in 1963 signalled the shift in 
Hockney’s art and focused on a series of paintings titled 
'Domestic Scenes'. Where the paintings of 1961 had 
celebrated gay desire, these portraits of relationships 
between couples, by their very domesticity, normalise 
that desire into images of companionship … Illusion and 
artifice remained a strong feature of his work of this 
period, typified by paintings including a curtain. The cur-
tain frames the passage of light, identifying the stage of 
Hockney’s painting as a theatre of representation.' (Tate 
catalogue).

This catalogue is scarce; COPAC lists copies at the Tate, 
V & A and Leeds, while OCLC adds copies at MoMA and 
the Stedelijk.  

Folded card. 8vo. (210 x 146 mm). Inner spread 
with two monochrome illustrations at left and 
at right, tipped-in sheet of thin green tissue, 
representing a curtain with an abstract motif 
in black and pole and rings at head, overlaying 
a printed image of a closed curtain with scene 
behind. Folded glossy cream card with mono-
chrome illustration and titles in red and black to 
front cover, biography, list of awards, collection 
holdings and portrait to rear. 

£950





1 
Pictures with people in

This page and right: 
The green shower curtain





2
HOCKNEY, David
Best wishes from the Directors of Kasmin Gallery 
[Christmas card]
London. Kasmin Limited. 1963

A very rare and early Kasmin Gallery Christmas card 
reproducing a David Hockney drawing of holly.  

Single sheet of thick card. (210 x 148 mm). 
Illustration printed in monochrome with 
detailing in red; text printed below in red. 

£200





3
HOCKNEY, David
Pictures with frames and still life pictures 
London. Kasmin Limited. 1965

A playful three-dimensional invitation to an early 
Hockney exhibition — a charming piece of Hockney 
ephemera.

The card has a cut-out section enacting a frame for 
the painting reproduced below, a subtle allusion to the 
exhibition’s title.

Folded card with die-cut section. (210 x 148 
mm). Printed in black and gold, reproducing 
'Picture of Hollywood Swimming Pool' (1964). 
Biography printed to rear.

£250





4
HOCKNEY, David 
A splash, a lawn, two rooms, two stains, some neat 
cushions and table, painted
London. Kasmin Limited. 1968

A mint copy of this scare early Hockney catalogue 
/ announcement for an exhibition of paintings at 
Kasmin Limited, from 19 January 1968. 

Folded card. 8vo. (210 x 146 mm). Inner spread 
with 4 monochrome illustrations reproducing 
Hockney’s paintings, one further painting illus-
trated to rear together with a photograph of the 
artist by Peter Schlessinger.  Folded cream card 
with colour illustration reproducing ‘The Room, 
Tarzana’ (1967) tipped-in to front cover; titles 
printed in red and black.  

£200





5
HOCKNEY, David 
Personal drawings
London / 118 New Bond Street. Kasmin Limited. 1968

A rare David Hockney invitation to an exhibition of 
'Personal drawings' at Kasmin Gallery.

The card shows a monochrome photograph of 
Hockney's desk.

The exhibition ran from 18 September 1968.  

Single sheet of glossy card. (210 x 148 mm). 
Illustrated in monochrome; printed text verso.

£100



6
HOCKNEY, David
Etchings 1969 
London. Kasmin Limited. 1969

Early David Hockney invitation card for an exhibition 
of etchings.

The card reproduces an etching of Celia Birtwell. The 
exhibition ran from 10 December 1969. 

Small mark to verso.

Single sheet of glossy card. (210 x 148 mm). 
Illustrated in monochrome; text printed verso.

£75



7
HOCKNEY, David
New paintings and drawings
London. Kasmin Limited. 1972

David Hockney invitation card reproducing 
his painting ‘Two Deck Chairs, Calvi’ (1972).

The exhibition ran from 6 December 1972. 

The painting illustrated was purchased by the 
Museum Boijmans Van Beuningen, Rotterdam.

£75

Single sheet of glossy card. (210 x 148 mm). 
Illustrated in colour; text printed verso.





8
VARIOUS
118 show
London. Kasmin Limited. 1965

An extremely scarce and notorious Kasmin 
exhibition invitation.

This purely typographic invitation – conceived by Kasmin 
himself in collaboration with graphic designer Gordon 
House – caused considerable controversy among the art 
dealers whose name had been crossed out on the invita-
tion (namely, every gallery other than Kasmin's). The list 
of names together with the artists listed in the exhibition 
(at right) make this an important record of the London art 
scene in the 1960s.

Those dealers and museums comprise: AIA, Book Street, 
Crane Kalman, Drian, Gimpel Fils, Grabowski, Grosvenor, 
Hamilton, Hanover, ICA, Lefevre, Leicester, Malborough 
Fine Art, Malborough New London, McRoberts & 
Tunnard, Mercury, Molton, New Art Centre, O'Hana, 
Piccadilly, Portal, Redfern, Robert Fraser, Roland Browse 
& Delbanco, Rowan, Tate, Tooth's, USIS, Waddington 
and Whitechapel.

The '118 show' (named after the gallery's premises 
at 118 New Bond Street) exhibited 'Paintings/Shapes/
Sculpture/Drawings/Etchings/Lithographs/Serigraphs/
Sounds' by Ayres, Avedisian, W Darby Bannard, Caro, 
Castellani, Chamberlain, B Cohen, Denny, Dzubas, 
Feeley, Frankenthaler, Gottlieb, Hockney, House, Howlin, 
Kelly, Latham, Louis, Newman, Noland, Olitski, Parker, R 
Smith, Stadler, Stella, Tippet and Zox. 

The exhibition ran from 12 August – 18 September 1965.

Another exhibition named '118 show' was held in 1967, 
and exhibited Indian miniature paintings (17 – 19th 
century) alongside contemporary British and American 
artists.  

Single sheet of thick card. (210 x 148 mm). Text 
in black with red printed lines.

£250





9
CARO, STELLA, LOUIS et al. 
Kasmin Limited. (15 invitations)
London. Kasmin Ltd. 1963 – 1972

An extensive collection of Kasmin invitations.

The present collection provides valuable insight into the 
activities of Kasmin Limited between 1963 – 1972. The 
exhibition of Morris Louis (1963) was Kasmin's second 
show, and he had particular regard for this artist. Also 
included in the collection are two invitations / catalogues 
for shows of Indian paintings (17 – 19th century), pre-
pared with the assistance of Howard Hodgkin.

The exhibition invitations comprise:

1963:

Morris Louis: 'Paintings 1960 – 1962.' (Folded card, with 
an extract from Clement Greenberg).

1964: 

Bernard Cohen: 'Drawings 1961 – 64.' (Folded card with 
insert (a Cohen painting reproduced in monochrome).

1965: 

Kenneth Noland: 'New Paintings.' (Card reproduces 
'Grave Light', 1965).

1966:

Indian Paintings: '17, 18 and 19th centuries.' (Folded 
card with 4 page insert on beige paper including a list of 
works (84 items).

1967: 

Anthony Caro: 'Recent sculpture.' (Card reproduces a 
photo of Caro's studio taken by John Goldblatt).

118 show: 'paintings / constructions / sculpture / graphics 
– also Indian miniature paintings of the 17th, 18th and 
19th centuries. (Group show. Card with annotations: 
several names marked with a cross and 'Poons / Price' 
written beside Olitski and Smith).

Pol Bury: 'Moving Sculptures and Cinetizations.' (Folded 
card, illustrated in monochrome).

8vo. (210 x 146 mm). Illustrated in monochrome 
and colour; text printed in a variety of colours.

£450



Richard Smith: 'Twelve paintings.' (Colour image recto, 
diagram of the paintings verso).

1969:

William Tucker: 'recent work'. (Folded landscape card, 
sculptures illustrated in monochrome with sections in 
colour).

1970: 

Indian paintings: '17, 18 and 19th centuries.' (Folded card, 
works illustrated in monochrome, one in colour).

1971:

Anthony Caro: 'New sculptures.' (Card reproduces a 
photo of Caro's studio in monochrome).

Ron Davis: 'New paintings.' (With a photograph of the 
artist by Malcolm Lubliner).

1972:

Anthony Caro: 'New sculpture.' (Colour photograph of 
Caro's studio recto).

Frank Stella: 'New paintings.' (Monochrome image repro-
ducing 'Odelsk, 1971').

Undated: 

‘Gillian Ayres, Anthony Caro, Bernard Cohen, Robyn Den-
ny, Anthony Hill, David Hockney and William Tucker invite 
you to see work by seven painters and sculptors.'















10
BURY, Pol
Moving Sculptures and Cinetizations
London. Kasmin Limited. 1967

Accompanied the exhibition, April 1967.  Folded card. 8vo. (210 x 146 mm). Black and 
white illustrations. This copy with a faint library 
stamp of Otis Art Institute of Los Angeles 
County to upper right (please note a different 
copy is pictured).

£50





11
SMITH, Richard
New paintings
London. Kasmin Limited. 1969

A sculptural invitation card to an early exhibition 
of Richard Smith paintings – a playful and excellent 
piece of ephemera.

Glossy card with incisions and folds. (Folded: 
210 x 148 mm). Illustrated in monochrome and 
purple; printed text verso.

£175





12
HOCKNEY, David. Louis, Morris et al.
Kasmin is Open
London. Kasmin Limited. 1973

Iconic piece of Kasmin Gallery ephemera, published 
on the occasion of the gallery's move to 10 Clifford 
Street (1973).

The cover shows a monochrome image of Kasmin
 with his friend Sheridan Dufferin, the 'well-off young 
lord' whose financial help Kasmin enlisted when starting 
his gallery.

The leporello illustrates the following works: 'Siberian' 
(W Darby Bannard, 1972), 'Mandolin' (Stephen Buckley, 
1973), 'Rouge' (Anthony Caro, 1972–73), 'Deep | Beam' 
(Ron Davis, undated), 'Mo reading' (David Hockney, Au-
gust 1973), 'Mr and Mrs E.J.P.' (Howard Hodkin, 1972–
73), 'Beth Taf' (Morris Louis, 1968), '2-1964' (Kenneth 
Noland), 'Mother of Night-13' (Jules Oliski, 1973), 'Buck 
Graves' (Larry Poons, 1973),  'Tomato' (Richard Smith, 
1973), 'Chodoron IV' (Frank Stella, 1971) and a Southern 
Indian C18 painting 'Elephants worshipping Vishnu.' 

Leporello. (Folded: 170 x 115 mm; unfolded: 
1560 x 115 mm). Punched hole tab at top for 
hanging. Monochrome image to cover plus 
thirteen colour images printed recto only repro-
ducing works by Darby Bannard, Buckley, Caro, 
Davis, Hockney, Hodgkin, Louis, Noland, Olitski, 
Poons, Smith, Stella and a South Indian 18th 
century tapestry. 

£450
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